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top yoUth Unemployment  
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yoUth Unemployment in 
coUntries with a form 
of the yoUth gUarantee  

what is 
the yoUth 
gUarantee
the concept of a “youth 
guarantee”, also known as a “job 
guarantee” in some countries, is 
one where governments, regional 
authorities and public employment 
services commit to offering a 
young person a job, training or  
re-training within a certain period 
of being made unemployed or  
leaving formal education.

? the cost of  
a gUarantee  
for the eU

€10

b
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n

the european foundation for the improvement of living and working conditions estimated 
that the cost of youth unemployment and social exclusion was €100 billion for 21 member 
states in 2009. this estimation does not include costs such as health and crime.

it is estimated that a €10 billion 
investment in bringing in a european 
youth guarantee could bring 2 million 
young people out of unemployment.

the core principle behind the youth guarantee is 

ensuring equality of opportunity for young people 

in the labour market. early labour market activation 

measures, such as the youth guarantee, are being 

increasingly called for in response to growing levels 

of youth unemployment, which pose a real threat  

to the european social model and the ability of 

europe to recover from the recent financial crisis. 

research has increasingly shown that the current 

youth unemployment situation could have economic 

and social consequences for the next decade 

and that it is putting the physical and mental 

health of an entire generation of young people 

at risk. the european institutions and member 

states must make a real investment in youth 

employability in order to have an economically and 

socially sustainable europe. implementing a youth 

guarantee is a first step in bringing young people 

out of unemployment and ensuring a rights-based 

approach to employment in europe.  
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break’s over,  
let’s get back to work.
www.yoUthforUm.org
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